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Abstract：Today it is of great interest for linguistics to explore the 
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Introduction 
Nowadays, with so many people being interested in learning English, the factors that could impact on their learning effectiveness become more important to know—including whether there are any relationships between English oral performance of Chinese students studying English and their personality .As we all know, many factors influence the second language learning process. Yet one of the most important elements for SLA research to explain is the great individual variability second language learners obtain in their respective second languages, so its getting more important to know more about the influence of personality on SLA.

Various studies have investigated the relation between personality variables and second language acquisition (e.g. Moody, 1988; MacIntyre & Charos, 1996; Dewaele & Furnham, 1999) . A number of previous studies have linked the psychological constructs of personality to oral performance. This study tries to explain the influence of personality on second language acquisition by investigating the relationship between personality characteristics of students and their oral performance in SLA.
Body

1.  Extroversion /introversion   

The notion of extroversion/introvertion stems from trait theories of personality developed in psychology.  Trait theorists try to identify this in a human being’s personality that is relatively stable, and it is believed, at least partly innate. The majority of studies on the personality research in SLA have looked at the relationship between the extraversion-introversion dimension of personality and different linguistic variables relating to oral performance. To some extent, extrovertion-introvertion dimension of learners’ personality indeed affects the oral performance of their second language. Especially the effect of the extraversion-introversion dimension on the oral performance of second language learners is obvious and remains stable over time.
A typical extravert is someone who is sociable, likes parties, has many friends, needs to have many people to talk to, craves excitement, takes chances, often sticks his neck out, acts on the spur of the moment, and is generally an impulsive individual.’  On the other hand, they described a typical introvert as someone who ‘is a quiet, retiring sort of person, introspective, fond of books rather than people: he is reserved and distant except to intimate friends. He tends to plan ahead, ‘‘looks before he leaps,’’ and distrusts the impulse of the moment. He does not like excitement . . . ’ (Eysenck & Eysenck, 1964, p. 8). These characteristics of learners’ personality will accordingly affects their thoughts and lives , of course ,including the learners’ activities for acquiring their second language. This study gives a close attention to the effects of extroversion on second language acquisition. 

Many SLA theorists claimed that extraverts are the better language learners. Extraverts, who tend to be sociable, are more likely to join groups, more inclined to engage in conversations both inside (Cook, 1991) and outside the classroom (Swain, 1985). As such they take full advantage of language-use opportunities. It has been suggested that extroverted learners will find it easier to make contact with other users of the L2 and therefore will obtain more input. The classroom learner may also benefit from being extroverted by getting more practice in using the L2. Furthermore extraverts are believed to be prone to risk-taking and are likely to try out a larger amount and variety of different word types and grammatical structures at a higher speech rate.  In recent years, a more nuanced perspective on the relationship between extraversion and SLA has emerged. In reviewing the literature on effects of extraversion on second language acquisition, two major positions are identified. The first advocates that“ extroverted learners will do better in acquiring basic interpersonal communication skills”. The second maintains that: “introverted learners will do better at developing cognitive academic language ability”.
Since extraversion is considered to be stable personality variable, its effect should appear in both L1 and L2 languages. Most studies reveal a positive relation between degree of extraversion and various measures of L1 fluency, and a positive relationship between extraversion and oral fluency is also shown by some experiments, such   as measuring a pictorial stimulus test on a sample of Spanish speaking adolescents who learn English as a second language (Rossier ,1976).  There are positive correlations between extraversion scores   and utterance length, amount   of filled pauses and speech rates.
 The linguistic variables that have most commonly been investigated are fluency, accuracy, and complexity. This paper suggests that extraverted individuals may be more fluent when speaking in a second language. When fluency in oral performance is concerned, people can feel obviously that extraverted students achieve greater fluency in an oral production task compared to introverts. Significant correlations were also found between extraversion and global impression scores, and state anxiety and clause accuracy scores. Participants who are more extraverted produced better global impressions during their oral performance, and those who were experiencing higher levels of state anxiety made more errors in their spoken use of clauses.
2. Neuroticism

Neuroticism is another widely accepted dimension of personality, and one that has been investigated as a factor that could influence oral performance. Neuroticism refers to emotional stability-instability. It is interesting to note that neuroticism affects extraverts and introverts differently so that neurotic introverts are most likely to suffer phobias, obsessional-compulsive rituals, anxiety states, and neurotic depression. Neurotic extraverts, on the other hand, are most susceptible to hysteria. Compared to the number of studies that have investigated the relationship between oral performance and the introversion-extraversion dimension of personality, there are far fewer studies that have investigated the relationship between oral performance and neuroticism. However, there are still some findings that teacher ratings of neuroticism were associated with pausing before responding during a conversation. Thus, neuroticism may negatively affect fluency as those who are higher in neuroticism may take more opportunities to pause in conversational situations.
3.  Anxiety 

Another important psychological dimension that has been investigated in relation to oral performance is anxiety which also have correlations with the learners’ personality in second language acquisition. Second language learners of different personalities have different level of anxiety, and this can be revealed especially in their oral performance of second language. Moreover, this kind of relationship between personality and anxiety, to some extent, works on the oral performance of second language in formal or informal situations, so we have to refer to anxiety here to explain this correlation.

Anxiety has been defined as ‘the subjective feeling of tension, apprehension, nervousness, and worry associated with an arousal of the autonomic nervous system’ (Spielberger, 1983, p. 1). Psychologists often distinguish between several types of anxiety, such as trait anxiety, state anxiety and situation specific anxiety, but the concern in this study is state anxiety, which was earlier defined as ‘a response to a wide range of stimulus situations that may be dangerous or threatening at a particular moment in time such as prior to taking a test’ (Spielberger, 1972, p. 39). Foreign language anxiety can produce physiological symptoms such as sweaty palms and increased heart rate, psycholinguistic effects on performance such as freezing up when required to speak, and behavioral symptoms such as absenteeism. It is quite common amongst students to have oral expression anxiety and it can have some effects on their second language performance. The research that particularly examines the relationship between state anxiety and oral performance has revealed incongruent findings. This paper believes that low anxiety was associated with more expressive oral descriptions. More anxious students tended to provide shorter oral expressions in a second language they were studying, but the effect does not be felt in the learners’ first language.

If the learners are always in the mood of overanxierty, the speed and efficiency of learning second language will be greatly effected, so this is taken as debilitating anxiety, but another positive aspect should not be neglected . According to the observations towards their performance of some second language learners, we find that, to some extent, proper anxiety can motivate the learner’s enthusiasm for second language and speed up the learning process, we can take this as facilitating anxiety.  We realize that anxiety has not only negative effects on the second language acquisition, but also the positive ones. Positive association between state anxiety and oral production was suggested after finding that facilitating anxiety (i.e. anxiety that improves performance) was negatively correlated with the avoidance of certain grammatical structures (more specifically, passive structures for their Arabic group of participants, and infinitive complement and direct pronoun structures for their Spanish-Portuguese group). No significant correlation was found between state anxiety and scores on a vocabulary test in which the participants needed to respond orally.
Anxiety was examined as a factor in the present study because, one of the possible reasons for different results found between extraverts and introverts concerns the different anxiety levels that they experience. One would expect that individuals experiencing greater levels of anxiety would make more mistakes in their sentence construction; particularly if they are speaking in a foreign language they are not fully confident in using. The introverts are prone to experience greater level than the extroverts in their oral performance of second language acquisition. From some examples in people’s daily lives, we can find that the extroverts would like to take the chance to speak in public without experiencing high anxiety, yet the introverts will try their best to avoid speaking in public and if they have to utter in public, they seem to be nervous so can not make good oral performance compared with the extroverts. Another aspect this paper will mentioned here is the second language learner’s personality of optimism or pessimism will affect the level of anxiety, and accordingly affect the oral performance of second language acquisition. The optimistic learner can take up the challenge and overcome the effect of anxiety on their oral performance, even maybe proper anxiety will give them an unexpected inspiration to make a better performance. However, it’s hard for the pessimistic ones to get rid of that anxiety in their second language oral performance.  That anxiety will result in making more mistakes than before, even some mistakes they never make in their daily lives. Thus their oral performance will get worse out of the anxiety. Therefore it is important to examine this aspect to gain a better and more complete understanding of the factors that impact on the oral performance of second language learners. However, although there is clear agreement about the important role of anxiety in second language learning, there is also a considerable number of individual variables that appear to mediate the effects of anxiety. In fact language anxiety can be described as a complex, multidimensional phenomenon that can affect students in different ways according to variables such as ethnic background, prior language experience, learner personality, and classroom circumstances.
Numerous studies have already been undertaken examining the relationships between personality, anxiety, and the oral performance of second language learners. However, it is still not entirely clear whether there really is a relationship between personality and oral performance—and, if there is a relationship, which dimensions of personality are indicated and which aspects of oral performance are affected. Likewise, with the relationship between anxiety and oral performance, the studies that have found a link are not even in agreement as to the nature of the link. Our endeavors are still needed to make it further developed.

4． Inhibition and Empathy 

   The other major aspect of personality that has been studied with regard to the second  language acquisition is inhibition. It is hypothesized that the defensiveness associated with inhibition discourages the risk-taking which is necessary for rapid progress in oral performance of second language. Egocentrism leads to increased self-consciousness and greater inhibition. Thus adolescent learners tend to obtain less input and to make less effective use of the input they do obtain than younger learners.  Inhibition has a negative effect on the second language pronunciation. If the learners have great inhibition, they will be shy or don’t like to speak in second language, then it will do harm to his proficiency in the second language, of course , the oral performance of second language will be impacted a lot because pronunciation is an important aspect for any language.

   Empathy refers to people’s willingness and ability t identify with others .it is thought to be relevant to second language learning, because learning a second language involves taking one new identity. This also has correlation with learner’s personality. The biggest step in taking on this new identity is learning to pronounce the second language in a more or less native speaker way. This is a very major step, because for al of us, as adolescents and adults, how we speak and pronounce our first language is an essential feature of our identity. Thus in China, for example, speaking with a Hunan or Bejing accents is an essential part of a person’s identity as a Hunanese and Bejinger. When learners pronounce the second language in a more or less second language way, they temporarily lose their first language identity and take on that of another person—they empathize. The ease with which learners are able to empathise depends on the flexibility of their ego boundaries. Some people are more flexible and less inhibited than others and they find it easier to accommodate two identities, the first language and the second language. Various experiments have been carried out to try to measure the level of learner empathy and match it with ability at pronouncing the second language. The results are very mixed. No definite connection between empathy and second language oral performance has been established. This paper holds the idea that it does , however ,seem likely that learners who are naturally open , flexible and adaptable and who are sensitive to and interested in other people , are more likely to feel comfortable using the second language(taking on the second language identity) than learners with very fixed and inflexible personalities.

5.  The Influence of personality on learning method of second language’s oral performance

It is generally believed that there are close correlations between the learner’s personality and the learner method one chooses. It has been frequently observed that different learners attain highly different levels of L2 proficiency even though the circumstances in which these learners acquire a target language are almost identical. This phenomenon gives us an important hint that the learning strategy exerts an influence on second language acquisition, and this is closely related with the learner’s personality. Their learning method should match with their personality. If they rightly choose their own learning method according to their respective situations, they will feel comfortable and effective while acquiring a second language.

If personality is viewed as the enduring, inner characteristics of individuals that organize their behavior, this means that for some language learners it is likely to be a limitation to acquire second language if they still don’t draw any attention to the influence of their personalities on choosing the learning method. Those learners with certain personality characteristics should improve their oral performance via some special training and practice. For instance,  the introverts’ learning method should be different from the extroverts’.  They should  (1) be more active than they usually are to respond to the group dynamics of the learning situation so as not to develop higher negative anxiety and inhibitions (2) make the maximum use of the opportunities to  practice their oral second language. (3) be prepared to experience taking risks, even if this makes the learner appear foolish. Maybe taking part into the second language club is a good way to improve their oral performance. 

By choosing the correct learning method, learners can overcome their own shortcomings to make better performance in oral performance of second language acquisition. This is very important for speeding up the process of second language acquisition, building up the learner’s self-confidence and inspiring their learning enthusiasm to achieve a high level proficiency of their second language. This has an important practical meaning for second language acquisition research

Conclusion  

There is no doubt that personality is one of the important factors which impact the second language acquisition, and it is a complicated aspect which is affected by different factors, such as ethnic background, culture, and environment, and so on.  Although many researches have made a lot of endeavors to study this, it is not surprising that the results of so many experiments are unclear, and that any conclusions can only be viewed as tendencies, not absolutes. This paper suggest that even if they are just tendencies, the influence of personality on the oral performance of second language acquisition also can be felt obviously. More new findings are expected to come up with further development in the personality research area, and to put them into teaching practice of second language in order to the rapid development of second language teaching.
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