Individual Differences in Second Language Learning

Identity and ethnic group affiliation

Identity & Ethnic Affiliation

· The social dynamic or power relationship between L1 and L2:

· Minority group members learning the language of a majority groups may have different attitudes and motivation from those of majority group members learning a minority language. 

· Think of why an ESL learner’s and an EFL learner’s attitude may differ in motivation and attitudes. 

· An imbalanced power relationship between L1 and L2 may limit the opportunities learners have to practice and to continue to develop the L2.

· Identities are not static and can change over time. Learners’ identities will impact on what they can do and how they can participate in classrooms, which affects how much they can learn.

· The relationship between feelings of ethnic affiliation and L2 learners’ mastery of pronunciation can be complex. Learners may want to speak with a strong “foreign accent” to maintain their L1 identity.

Further reading: (visit website: http://dewalika.yolasite.com) 

1. Social Identity, Power Relations, and Target Language Community: a Pathway to Second Language Acquisition 

2. The Teaching- Learning Critical Pathway (TLCP): A Resource Guide

