Introduction to SLA

What is Language Acquisition?

Language is the study of how human begins acquire a grammar : a set of semantic, syntactic, morphological, and phonology categories which underlie their abilities to speak and understand the language to which they are exposed. For example, a normal child born to English-speaking parents in the United States obviously is not born knowing English. By the age of 5 however the child can speak and understand English with relative facility. Language acquisition is the study of how this transformation takes place- from a mental state in which the child does not possess a grammar of a particular language to a mental state in which the child does. As defined here, language acquisition does not include the process by which a person learns a language other than his or her native tongue. The process is called second-language acquisition. 

What is Second Language Acquisition (SLA)?

Second Language Acquisition (SLA) research focuses on the developing knowledge and use of a language by children and adults who already know at least one other language. This field of research has both theoretical and practical importance. The theoretical importance is related to our understanding of how language is represented in the mind and whether there is a difference between the way languages is acquired and processed and the way other kind of information are acquired and processed. The practical importance arises from the assumption that an understanding of how languages are learned will lead to more effective teaching practices.    

In learning languages, a distinction is usually made between mother tongues, second languages and foreign languages. A mother tongue is the first language or languages one learns (or acquire) as a child. When immigrants come to a new country and learn the language of that country, they are learning a second language. On the other hand, when English-speaking students in the United States learn French or Spanish in school, or when Brazilians study English in Brazil, they are learning a foreign language.

Language Teaching  & Linguistics :

The reason why second language is being taught depends upon overall educational goals, which vary from one country to another and from one period to another. One avowed goal of language teaching is to help people to think better - brain-training and logical thinking; another is appreciate of serious literature; another the student’s increased self-awareness and maturity; another appreciation of other cultures and races; another communication with people in other countries and so on.

The relationship between SLA research and linguistics is increasingly symbiotic, in the sense that L2 research and linguistics both draw on each others work. SLA research, therefore, is no longer a consumer of linguistics, but also a contributor to it.      

Many theories about the learning and teaching of language have been proposed. These theories, normally influenced by developments in the field of linguistics and psychology, have inspired many approaches to the teaching of second language and foreign languages. The study of these theories and how they influence language-teaching methodology today is called applied linguistics.       

Purpose of Language Teaching:

The objective of language teaching is to develop teaching methodology, language programs, teacher training, and books and material development, etc. Some of the related research fields are:  

· Approaches techniques and methods in language teaching

· Seminar and conferences related to language teaching.

· Syllabus and curricula development.

· Effective teaching of the various skills (Listening, speaking, reading & writing ) 

· Higher education for language teachers through practical training and teaching

· Innovative and contemporary books and materials.

Linguistics: Linguistics is a scientific study of the system/principles under lying human language. Linguistics has two major aims : to study the nature of language and establish a theory of  language, and to declare describe a language and all language by applying the theory established. Linguistics now covers a wide field with different approaches and different areas of investigation , for example sound systems (PHONTEICS, PHOLOGY), sentence structure (SYNTAX), and meaning system (SEMANTICS, PRAGMATICS, FUNCTIONS OF LANGUAGE). In recent years, new branches of linguists have developed in combination with other disciplines, e.g. applied linguistics, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics etc. The applications of the concepts and methods used in linguistics to other areas like language teaching, translation or testing is called applied linguistics. Psycholinguistics is the study of how human beings acquire language and how we use language to speak and understand. Sociolinguistics is the study of language in relation to society etc. 
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